
 
The lighter weight FC Mini 

Cooper Observers Chair 
is simple to construct and uses 

minimal tools. 
 
The Mini Cooper packs away to 

a smaller footprint, yet can be 
assembled in under 2 minutes. 

 
Materials : 
6x1”  x 1.15m; 

4x1” x 1m; 
3x1” x 0.8m; 

Misc timber for the seat – 
20mm plywood (18 x 6” x 1pc), 
for braces, 3x1” for the seat 

base; 
 

Drill 25mm holes and cut the 
centre line for the locking rails. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



Glue the locking rails to the Chair Back (6x1”) and screw ends and middle.   
Set aside for glue to harden. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

3.  Align the 2 seat braces, power sand to remove any variations and drill 
with a suitable hole to fit your tube.  Glue, clamp and screw.  Set aside. 

Rather than use 3x1”strips for the seat I found an old but serviceable bit 
of timber. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



 
4. Rear support strut – 4x1” x 1m.  Drill through the timber, the full 

4” and use a 6” ¼” bolt as a pivot.  A slot cut into the locking rail 
will accept the bolt, or you could simply drill through the locking 

rails. 
 
The bottom of the strut is rounded and protected in this case by an 

aluminium she attached by a galvanised nail. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
5.  Support spreader – the chair is not very stable with a footprint only 6” 

wide.  The support spreader is a 0.6m pc of 4x1” cut to shape and bolted 
in place.  To provide additional stability a short length of 2x1” is shaped 
and glued and screwed in place.  This shorter piece provides supprt for 

the spreader. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



5. Finishing touches 
 

 a carry handle – cut out; 
 light rope to restrict the opening of the Chair; 

 The seat bar – cut from 15MM chromed pipe.  
Filled with a wooden plug and with end caps. 
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